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Patent applications published during the
past week have been classified and 6 1 1
analysed, in order to place the inventions Af&AIL -Q
in context. For the most crucial 4 I
innovations, those involving new chemicg A\Aii R2
compounds, additional information is

given in the form of front page images.
These can be enlarged to show details off
chemical structures and inventor teams,
for example. Applications filed jointly,
representing collaborative research, are
highlighted, as are sequences of
inter-related documents.

NEW THIS WEE

Antithrombotics are in the news
this week with new compounds
from Lilly and RPR and both
companies inhibition of Factor Xa.
Lilly have four new patent
applications on this subject
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HIGHLIGHTS THIS WEEK

Texas Universityresearchers are investigating the actionmaginolia extract derivatives
previously studied only as a herbal medicine in Japan and China. In traditional medicine,
of the leaves and flowers dfagnolia officinalis andM obovata) containing such active
principles as magnolol and honokiol, for example in a decoction known as Heii-San, have
used asnxiolytics. It seems that these neolignans also have antioxidative action, and Yaku
Honsha has identified useful ACAT inhibitory activity in honokiol (JP08003033). The Texas
invention focuses on anxiolytic activity, but claims the synthesishyidrohonokiol and its
analogues.

Lilly quite often files separate applications at the European Patent Office, rather than inclu
European countries as designations on a PCT application. An example is WO9900360,
corresponding to a European application in last week's Gazette, describing syntinelsike ¢3-
glyoxamideswith SPLA2-inhibitory action. NowBoehringer Mannheim is seen to have
adopted the same practice in two cases covernfene-based MMP inhibitorsand their uses,
and one concerned witintimetastatic bisindoles European equivalents of all three cases
appeared in last week's Gazette.

Lilly continues to extend its programmeaatithrombotics acting byFactor Xa inhibition , with
four new applications on the subject. This theme can now be traced back several years to

such as EP671390 and EP672658, and a lead com{do888052, is in preclinical studies. Thi

same action is also under investigatioRBR's US site, where novedmidino- andamino-
phenylpropanamidesare the target.

It is a very productive week favlerck, with 6 applications covered in four Section A cases, d
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more in B and a further two in Section C describing the consolidation of existing research proje:

Two GB publications disclose newcolytic oxytocin receptor antagonistswhile another covers
pyrazolopyridine GABAA ligands. Other subjects include the usebehzylaminopiperidines
tachykinin antagonists radiolabeledarnesyl protein tranferase inhibitors as analytical agent
and two more applications from theizalide antibiotic programme mentioned in last weekis
highlights.

Immunex Corp continue their work on TNF-related apoptosis-inducing ligarRIAIL ), after

having US5763223 which covers DNA encoding TRAIL, granted by the USPTO in mid '98,
making it the first patent issued relating to this molecule. This week’s application claims a
TRAIL-BP which binds TRAIL. Immunex has filed related patent applications worldwide.
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ther

interested parties includemerican Home Products see WO9701633 referring to a novel TRAIL
protein, andHuman Genome Sciencesee W09854202, on TRAIL receptor subfamily members.




